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With Hitler thrown back once again into opposition, Schleicher
saw the situation infinitely worse, because he saw no solution
of the difficulty but to revert to Papen's policy of governing
without a majority and by dissolution. He was at his wit's end
to suggest an alternative both to that policy and its exponent,
and in his anger he accused Papen of maliciously bungling the
whole business. It was easy for Papen to refute the charge; the
President had taken no step without consulting wise counsellors;
would any of their critics have advocated the granting of full
powers to Hitler? Did any of them believe that the presidential
power could survive such a surrender? The discussion became
heated and violent words were used on both sides. But Papen
was clearly so far in the right that Schleicher saw that new argu-
ments would have to be found if he were to be kept from returning
to office. It was at that point that Strasser came to him.
His visitor was perfectly frank up to a point. He represented
Hitler as seriously disturbed by the President's failure to trust
him, but as seriously desiring to co-operate with him. He had felt
that it would be undignified for the leader of the greatest party—-
the pure patriotism of whose aims was undoubted—to accept the
chancellorship under conditions which threw doubts on the purity
and made the aims almost impossible of realization. Nor could
he support a cabinet obviously formed against the party and
prepared, as Papen apparently was, to deal firmly with it as a
menace to the state. He felt that he had been unfairly treated,
and that the men responsible for keeping him from power were
a selfish Nationalist clique who demanded subordination that he
as the Leader could not give and remain the Leader. But if it
could be made clear to the public that as far as the Leader was
concerned there was no question of subordination, he would
consider participation, though not5 of course, personal participa-
tion, in a cabinet which was "national, presidial, and parliamen-
tary/' if it did not contain his personal enemies; it must not be
led by Papen and it must have an adequate proportion of National
Socialists in it.
A good deal of that was simply untrue. Strasser had no power
to commit Hitler to anything, but he counted on being able to

